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League Requests Rules Change To Ease Spread Spectrum Ops 


The ARRL has asked the FCC to modify one of its rules 
governing spread spectrum (SS) operation on Amateur 
Radio frequencies. The League has petitioned the Com- 
mission to drop all but the first sentence of §97.311(d), 
which now requires the use of automatic power control 
(APC) for SS stations running more than 1 W. The ARRL 
request would retain the 100 W overall power limitation for 
SS. 

"The effect 
of the tule 
change would 
be to eliminate 
an automatic 
power control 
provision that 
ee NS PrOVEN 
over time to be impractical" in terms of compliance, the 
League said in its Petition for Rule Making filed March 13 


"Now seven years later, it is appar- 
ent to ARRL that the rules requiring 
APC indeed have proven to be difficult 
to implement, unnecessary and some- 
thing of a barrier to SS experiment a- 
tion," 


Vanity Call Sign Fee May Drop 
Slightly Later this Year 


NEWINGTON, CT, Mar 27, 2006--The FCC wants to re- 
duce the Fiscal Year 2006 regulatory fee to obtain an Ama- 
teur Radio vanity call sign by $1.80 to $20.10 for the 10- 


year license term. The current vanity call sign fee is $21.90. 


The Commission proposed the new fee in a Notice of Pro- 
posed Rule Making (NPRM), "Assessment and Collection 
of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2006, in MD Docket 06- 
68, released March 27. If ordered as proposed, the new 
vanity fee would become effective in August or September. 
The FCC is obligated to collect nearly $289 million in regu- 
latory fees during FY 2006 to fund its operations. 


Inside this issue... 


<http://www.arrl.org/announce/regulatory/SS-Rulemaking- 
Petition.pdf>. It also conceded that the provision--one the 
League had proposed and supported more than 10 years 
ago--was unnecessary to protect the operations of other 
licensees and had "unfortunately served as an unintended 
but effective deterrent to spread spectrum experimenta- 
tion" on ham radio. 

Since the FCC first approved the use of spread spec- 
trum techniques for Amateur Radio in 1985 on bands 
above 225 MHz and at power levels up to 100 W, there's 
been limited--but never widespread--experimental amateur 
operation. More recently, the FCC has made the SS rules 
less restrictive in response to League showings that the 
rules were hampering SS experimentation and that inter- 
ference has not proven to be an issue. 

The ARRL says it now agrees with those who opposed 
the automatic power control provision in WT Docket 97-12, 
concluded in 1999. Those changes not only relaxed rules 
governing the use of spread spectrum techniques by radio 
amateurs but opened the door to the possibility of interna- 
tional spread spectrum communication. 

"Now seven years later, it is apparent to ARRL that the 
rules requiring APC indeed have proven to be difficult to 
implement, unnecessary and something of a barrier to SS 
experimentation," the ARRL said in its latest rule making 
petition. "Section 97.311(d) can be greatly simplified with- 
out increasing the risk of intra-service or inter-service 
harmful interference." 

The ARRL said keeping the maximum power at 100 W 
limits the power spectral density of an SS emission, con- 
tributing to compatibility between Amateur Radio SS and 
narrowband modes in the same allocations. The rules al- 
ready in place make spread spectrum "essentially secon- 
dary to any amateur narrowband emission modes," the 
League pointed out, and make the APC requirement un- 
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THE ATLANTA HAM 


The Atlanta HAM is the official 
bulletin of The Atlanta Radio 
Club serving its members and 
the Atlanta community. Original 
articles, art, and photos are 
welcome. Copyrighted material 
cannot be printed without per- 
mission form the appropriate le- 
gal authority. Please include 
such disclaimers in all materials 
submitted. 


Submit articles: 


Atlanta Radio Club 
Attn: HAM EDITOR 
PO BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia 30358 


Contact the editor for available 
formats to transfer material. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMIS- 
SIONS IS THE 21ST OF EACH 
MONTH! 


The Atlanta HAM is created 
using Microsoft Publisher 


Permission is hereby granted 
for the reproduction of material 
found in the Atlanta HAM 
unless otherwise noted provid- 
ing proper credit is given to the 
author and The Atlanta Radio 
Club . 


THE ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, W4DOC 


Originally known as the "Atlanta 
Wireless Club," the Atlanta Ra- 
dio Club is one of the oldest and 
largest amateur radio clubs in 
the United States. With nearly 
200 members, the Club spon- 
sors numerous activities and 
services for its membership and 
for the Atlanta area amateur ra- 
dio community. 


The Club is best known for its 
sponsorship of the annual At- 
lanta HamFestival, a Saturday 
event which hosts many ven- 
dors, exhibitors, and flea mar- 
keters of amateur radio equip- 
ment and other electronic equip- 
ment. 


Bank of America Tower 
Site of Atlanta Repeaters: 


146.82(-), 224.34(-) and 444.825(+) 


W4DOC REPEATERS 


The Atlanta Radio Club operates five repeaters at two locations. Currently 
our most active project is at the Bank of America Tower where we operate 
three repeaters at 146.82(-), 224.34 (-), and 444.825(+). On the web, go to 
http://www.saf.com/arc/repeater.pdf for a Acrobat 4.0 diagram of our system. 


Our second location is the WFOX broadcast tower at Chestnut Mountain, 
south of Gainesville, GA. We operate two repeaters on 145.35(-) & 444.45 
(+). These repeaters are being renovated under the expert guidance of Den- 
nis, KF4MHW. For pictures of that site, see http:/Awww.saf.com/arc/wfox.html 


The current schedule for net operations include the Sunday Night Net on 
146.820 (Linked to 145.35 on FOX) at 8PM EST and the Southeastern VHF 
Net on Wednesday evenings at 9PM. The 146.820 machine can also be di- 
aled into IRLP and SKYWARN/Peachtree City during inclement weather. 


ASSOCIATE ORGANIZATIONS 


MEETING NOTICE 


WHEN: 
Thursday April 6,2006 7:30PM 


WHERE: 
Red Cross 1955 Monroe Drive — 
Atlanta 


PROGRAM: 

CQ DX CQ DX.. DXCC - How to chase 
it. What is it all about. Tad Williams is an 
expert and has a great program to help 
you get started on your way to DXCC 


TALK IN: 
146.820 (-) PL 146.2 


DINNER: The Picadilly Ansley Mall 
Located 1/2 mile from Red Cross 
On Monroe Drive 


NOW IN STOCK! 
Icom IC-7000 
HF/6M/2M/70CM Base/ 
Mobile w/Remote 
Head ! 


All the top brands of amateur 
radio equipment available! 
We'll see you in June at the 


Hamfest! 
800-444-7927 770-263-0700 
24 HOUR FAX 770-263-9548 


atlanta@hamradio.com 


The Atlanta Radio Club, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia, 30358 


Jack Bolton WA4PNY 
President 
jackbolton@aol.com 


Jim Farmer, N4IBW 
Vice President 
770-657-6321 

j@jimf.us 

Charles Golsen, W4CHG 

Treasurer 


404-688-6278 
cgolsen03@attbi.com 


Rene Campbell, KF4ZYN 
Secretary 
404 483-8170 
rcampbell@mindspring.com 


John Talipsky Jr, NSACK 
Activities Manager & 
Hamfest Chairman 
770-995-6446 
johnka4vqh@aol.com 


Andy Keels, KD4ABB 
Repeater Manager 
770-394-9052 
andyk@hvbi.com 


Penn McClatchey, K4PE 
Membership 
770-942-1207 - ext 425 

K4PE@saf.com 


John Talipsky Sr, KI4Y 
Newsletter 
678-985-1316 
john@talipsky.com 


6071 Buford Hwy, Atlanta 


GA 30340 


You can win $100 CASH! 


The Atlanta HAM newsletter is looking for contributions 
of articles, pictures, and technical writings. Items must be 
Ham related. Contributors will have a chance to win $100 
cash. The newsletter staff will select the best item and 
award the prize at the annual holiday party. 


Items should be submitted to John KI4Y at 
john@talipsky.com or via snail mail to 740 Madison 
Chase Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045 


DXCC Desk approves operation 
for DXCC credit 


DXCC Desk approves operation for DXCC credit: The 
ARRL DXCC Desk has approved this operation for DXCC 
credit: YI/OM2DxX, Iraq, operation commencing June 9, 
2003. For more information, visit the DXCC Web page 
<http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/>. "DXCC Frequently 
Asked Questions" can answer most questions about the 
DXCC program. ARRL DX bulletins are available on the 
W1AW DX Bulletins page <http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/dx/>. 


Another DX record claimed 


Yet another DX record claimed on 134 GHz: Inveterate 
microwave enthusiast Brian Justin, WA1ZMS, says he's 
once again topped his own claimed world DX record on 
the 134-GHz band. On February 26, Justin, operating as 
WA1ZMS/4 in EM96ur, and Pete Lascell, W4WWQ, in 
FM07fm--both in Virginia--exchanged reports on FSK-CW 
(copied by ear) over a distance of 114.4 km 
(approximately 70.9 miles). That beats his previous world 
DX record of 79.6 km (approximately 49.35 miles) set in 
December. 


Logbook of the world now 
accepts WAS 


Users of the ARRL's Logbook of the World (LoTW) 
<http://www.arrl.org/lotw/> now may apply their LoTW 
credits to applications for the League's Worked All States 
(WAS) award. Once registered and logged in, users may 
set up a WAS account on the Logbook Awards page, con- 
figuring the account to automatically select QSLs to use or 
selecting them manually via the Your QSOs page. 

LoTW is a repository of logbook records submitted by 
users from around the world. When both participants in a 
contact submit matching QSO records to LoTW, the result 
is an electronic "QSL" that can be used for award credit. 

As part of this addition, administration and mainte- 
nance of all WAS awards is now perfomed using an LoTW 
module. US Amateur Radio licensees must be ARRL 
members to apply for the WAS award. In addition to WAS, 
LoTW supports the ARRL DX Century Club (DXCC) 
award. 

Since its inauguration in September 2005, LoTW has 
more than 95 million QSO records on file, with nearly 5.15 
million QSL records resulting. The system boasts just over 
12,000 registered users, and there are more than 18,100 
certificates --each representing a particular user call sign-- 
on file. 


Eagle Build 
Campaign _-~ ¢6oox 
$500K_ AMSAT OSCAR - Eagle 
PEEN $400K is the next generation 
f ) $300K high earth orbit satellite 
eo / under construction now! 
“" $200K Eagle will provide many 
$100K services and reliable 
$55,772 communications on 


bands previously not 
available. 


January $0 


E 4 | 


METRO TESTING SESSIONS 


Call ahead to verify session and be prepared with the appro- 
priate forms and required papers. A small fee may be 
charged. Check with the VEC 


Athens, GA 

1st Monday of each EVEN-numbered month at 
7:00 pm 2095 W. Broad Street. 

Contact: EDWIN FUQUA, N4VA 

(706) 354-1727 E: edwin.fuqua@charter.net 


Cartersville, GA 

1st Tuesday of each month at the Cartersville 
Kroger. Contact: JODI POWELL, AG4BK 
(770) 387-1591 


Gainesville, GA 

1st Sunday of EVEN-numbered months 
Johnson High School, 3305 Poplar Springs Rd 
Contact: ALFRED WESTBROOK, KT4VP 
(770) 965-4901 Email: kt4vp@arrl.net 


Lilburn, GA 

Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 

4th Friday of Every Month at 7:00 pm 

St. John Neumann Church 801 Tom Smith Rd 
Contact: Howie Gould, W9HG (770)921 -8362 
Headphones provided for CW tests. 


Milledgeville, GA ARRL / VEC 

2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 am 

at the Mary Vinson Memorial Library, 151 S. Jef- 
ferson Stacross from the Georgia Military Acad- 
emy.Contact: OTIS MURPHY W40Y 

(478) 452-6394 Email: W40Y@arrl.net 


Peachtree City, GA 

1st Thursday of EVEN-numbered months at 
7:00 pm, and the 2nd Saturday of ODD- 
numbered months at 10:00 am at the Peachtree 
City Library, downstairs meeting room. Contact: 
JAN DUBROCA, KN4uD (770) 502-0760 


Snellville, GA 

2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm 

at Walton EMC, 3645 Lenora Church Road. 
Contact: WAYNE TAYLOR, WD3CCA 
(770) 498-7759 


Stone Mountain, GA  ARRL/ VEC 

Alford Memorial Radio Club 

2nd Saturday of ODD-numbered months at 8:30 
am Stone Mountain United Methodist Church, 
5312 W. Mountain St. 

Contact: BOB VARONE, W4ETN 

(770) 978 3179 Email:ovarone@juno.com 


Atlanta, GA 

4th Sunday of each month, 2:30pm Georgia Tech 

Visit http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/w4aql/test.html for more 
information and to sign up for a mailing list. 

No pre-registration is required. 

Email: w4aql-ve@cyberbuz.gatech.edu (emails preferred over 
phone calls)Phone: 404-894-2936 


UPCOMING CONTESTS AND OP ACTIVITIES 


Apr 9-Apr 15, 1330Z-2100Z, Indian Orchard, MA. Titanic Historical 
Society, W1MGY. 94'" Anniversary of the Titanic voyage. 14.260 
14.033 7.260 7.033. QSL. Titanic Historical Society QSL, PO Box 
51053, 208 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA 01151-0053. www.hcra. 
org/titanic.htm. 


Apr 29-Apr 30, 14002-22002, Manitowoc, WI. USS Cobia Radio 
Club/ManCoRad Radio Club, NSBQV. WW II Submarine USS Cobia 
AGSS-245 on the air. 14.243 14.070 7.243 7.080. QSL. Fred 
Neuenfeldt, W6BSF, 4932 S 10t" St, Manitowoc, WI 54220. www. 
qsl.net/w9dk. 


Apr 30, 12002-2400Z, Oklahoma City, OK. Oklahoma City Autopatch 
Association, W5MEL. Sixth Annual OKC Murrah Building Bombing 
Memorial Marathon. 14.319 7.269 3.919. QSL. AE5MH, 3200 Del 
Rey Dr, Midwest City, OK 73110. www.qsl.net/ocapa. 


UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR 


26 April 2006 

Calhoun Hamfest 

Cherokee Capital ARS 
http://www.qsl.net/k4woc 

Talk-In: 146.805+ and 443.675 (PL 100) 


13 May 2006 

Heart of Georgia Hamfest 
5 Central Georgia Amateur 
Radio Clubs 
http://members.cox.net/ 
cgarc/ 

Talk-In: 146.850 - 600 


The Signman of 
Baton Rouge 


ORDER THE 
W4DO0C 
BADGE! 


6-7 May 2006 

Alabama State Convention 
(BirmingHAMfest 2006) 
Birmingham Amateur 

Radio Club 
http://www.w4cue.com 
Talk-In: 146.28/88 (no tone) 


Go online or 
call for pricing 


3 June 2006 

Georgia State Convention 
Atlanta Radio Club 
www.atlantahamfest.com 
Talk-In: 146.820 (PL 146.2) 


79Castle Kirk Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 USA 
(225) 757-1545 Phone 225) 766-9387 Fax 
Toll-Free 888-HAM-TAG1 (888-426-8241) 
Http://thesignman.com 


League Requests Rules Change To Ease Spread Spectrum Ops 


(Continued from page 1) 


necessary to avoid interference to other users of the same 
spectrum. 

In any event, the League concluded, radio amateurs 
employing SS modes would remain obliged to comply with 
the rule requiring use of "the minimum transmitter power 
necessary to carry out the desired communication." That 
was a primary reason the ARRL asked for the APC provi- 
sion in the first place. 

The FCC has not yet assigned a rule making (RM) peti- 
tion number to the ARRL's petition nor invited comments. 

In its Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) WT 
Docket 04-140, the FCC, in response to another ARRL pe- 
tition, proposed extending the bands available for spread 
spectrum to include 222-225 MHz. On its own initiative, the 
Commission also recommended permitting SS operation 
on 6 and 2 meters, a move the ARRL opposes. In its com- 
ments, the League cited concerns about raising the noise 
floor on 6 meters and the fact that both bands already sup- 
port substantial narrowband and weak-signal work, mean- 
ing "fewer opportunities for frequency reuse in those 
allocations." 


The Commission is expected to conclude WT Docket 
04-140 this year. The FCC suggested that restrictions on 
spread spectrum already in place should be sufficient to 
prevent any adverse impact of SS operation to other users 
of 6 and 2 meters. 


Robert C. Garcia 


“Bob” - KD4JRT 
“The Scopeman” 


Tektronix Scope Repairs 


845 Fairfield Dr. 
Marietta, Ga 30068 


770-977-5701 
Esaronel@bellsouth.net 


Vanity Call Sign Fee May Drop Slightly Later this Year 


(Continued from page 1) 

"Consistent with our established practice, we plan to col- 
lect these regulatory fees in the August-September 2006 
time frame in order to collect the required amount by the 
end of the fiscal year," the FCC said in its NPRM. Com- 
ments on the proposed fee schedule are due Friday, April 
14. Reply comments are due Friday, April 21. The FCC 
has projected collecting $171,188 in vanity call sign fee 
receipts from 8500 applications in FY 2006. 

The vanity call sign fee has assumed somewhat greater 
significance this year as the renewal window is about to 
open for the first Amateur Radio licenses assigned vanity 
call signs in 1996. Applicants who wish to keep their post- 
1995 vanity call signs must pay the vanity call sign regula- 
tory fee in effect at the time the renewal application 
reaches the FCC. Any Amateur Radio renewal application 
may only be filed within 90 days of the license expiration 
date. 

Vanity call sign holders are not obliged to keep their cur- 
rent call signs, however, as the FCC's Wireless Telecom- 
munications Bureau recently explained in a recent public 
notice to clarify filing procedures. 

"Licensees of stations assigned vanity call signs have the 
option of keeping the vanity call sign or requesting that it 
be changed to a sequentially assigned call sign," the WTB 


pointed out. Those opting to keep their vanity call signs for 
the new 10-year license term must pay the current regula- 
tory fee, now $21.90, when renewing. If the licensee no 
longer wants to keep a vanity call sign, no fee is required, 
and the applicant should request that the FCC issue a se- 
quentially assigned call sign instead. 

Amateur Radio licensees holding vanity call signs granted 
prior to 1996 do not have to pay a regulatory fee when 
renewing. This is because Congress did not begin requir- 
ing the FCC to annually recover its regulatory costs until 
1993. Additionally, such licensees are not specifically 
tagged as vanity call sign holders in the ULS. 

To renew via the Universal Licensing System (ULS), licen- 
sees should log into ULS License Manager Online Filing 
(click on "Log In") using their FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and Commission Registration System (CORES) 
password. Anyone doing business with the FCC must sup- 
ply an FRN on any application. 

Licensees wishing to keep a vanity call sign should select 
"Renew" under the "Work on this License" option. Fees for 
electronically filed applications may be paid online or 
mailed to Federal Communications Commission, Regula- 
tory Fees, PO Box 358835, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5835. 
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ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, INC P.O. Box 720398 Atlanta, GA 30358 


| New[ ] Renewall ] Treasurer Use: Date Paid: 


Spouse’s Name 


Type of Application [ ] Voting $22 [ ] Student $8 [ ] Family $2/person(non-voting) 


+ FAMILY $ 
Make your check payable to Atlanta Radio Club 


Amount: Cash[ ] or Check# 
Class 
ST _ Zip 


Birth 


TOTAL $ 


EAGLE is AMSAT's Vision for the Future of Amateur Radio in Space 


AMSAT-NA's Vision is to deploy high earth orbit satel- 
lite systems that will offer daily coverage by 2009 and con- 
tinuous coverage by 2012. 

AMSAT is actively seeking to complete this ambitious 
goal by developing and launching a new Eagle-class of 
satellites. The first satellite is expected to be launched by 
2009 with the second satellite by 2012. These two satel- 
lites, along with the development and launch of AMSAT- 
DL's Phase 3 Express (which AMSAT-NA is also actively 
supporting), will provide unsurpassed satellite capabilities 
for amateur radio operators around the world. 

AMSAT-NA's Eagle class of satellites will be placed in 
High Earth Orbit (HEO). Eagle will provide communication 
capabilities so that radio amateurs who have traditional 
satellite stations applicable for earlier generation HEO sat- 
ellites (such as AO-40) will be able to use Eagle as is. Ea- 
gle will also pave the way for exciting communication ex- 
periments leveraging new technology. 


Other possibilities Eagle will offer include: 

? Multiple operators using the satellite simultane- 
ously conducting independent contacts thanks to 
the use of wide band transponders. 

? Assets that are valuable for support of emergency 
communications around the world at all times us- 
ing both analog and digital modes. 

? Capabilities to attract new operators to the Ama- 


teur Satellite Service and build a foundation for 
future support for amateur radio in space. 
To build and launch Eagle requires YOUR generous finan- 
cial support. AMSAT has embarked on a project that will 
require funding each year 
through the end of this 


decade. Please help us to Eagle Build 

hatch Eagle and turn this ae 

vision into a reality. To be Campaign S 600K 

successful we are counting 

on your continuing dona- SS00K 

tions to the AMSAT Eagle eS 

Fund. You may donate on- Fa k -$400k 

line by clicking this Eagle i | £300K 

link where you can pay via A d i 

Pay-Pal. jana asa 200K 
Other ways you can do- 

nate include calling AM- S 100K 

SAT toll free at +1 $62,157 > 

888.322.6728 within the February 0 


United States and Canada, 
or call +1 301.589.6062 
from the rest of the world. You may also mail your check 
directly to AMSAT. 

Your generous contribution to AMSAT will help ensure 
that our common dream will indeed become a reality. 


8SE0E VD ‘VLNVILV 
86E0¢Z XO” Od 


ONI ‘N10 O1dVY VLINVILV 


MEETING NOTICE - THURSDAY APRIL 6, 2006 


Join us for Lunch Bunch every Friday! 


Location: Frankies 

5600 Roswell Rd NE Atlanta, GA 30342-1150 
6% (404) 843-9444 

In The Prado 


1130AM—1230PM 


